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Recreation in the outdoors is a popular activity with long traditions in many countries. Statistics 
often indicate that a majority do participate on a frequent basis in one or more activities. Much 
recreation in the outdoors takes place on an individual basis in the residential proximity, but 
outdoor advocacy organizations, nature-based tourism firms and destinations also play 
important roles providing opportunities to visit the outdoors. More recently, outdoor recreation 
economies have gained increased stature as an economic sector comparable to traditional 
economic sectors (Walls, 2018; Fredman et al., 2012). These economic and political gains have 
resulted from the collective advocacy of citizens, industry, nonprofits, elected officials, and 
government agencies at all levels. Given the volume and diversity of outdoor recreation, it 
connects closely with prevailing policies, economies and cultures in societies. As such, it also 
holds the potential to ignite social change if actions are channeled in a certain direction. 
According to Scott and Marshall (2009), social movements are, “a loosely organized effort by a 
large group of people to achieve a particular social or political goal, often resulting in social 
change.”  Social movements involve collective behavior resulting in a sustained campaign for 
social change (della Porta & Diani, 2020).  
 
For this session, we welcome presentations that focus on outdoor recreation advocacy as a 
social movement for sustainable development and change in contemporary societies. By 
examining shared core values and challenges inherent in social movements, we hope to convene 
an international community of practice and promote cross-cultural learning that can support and 
catalyze more sustainable outdoor recreation practices at an international level which influences 
also other sectors. Social movements face significant political challenges as changing 
demographics, unequal economic opportunities, and government shortfalls marginalize 
opportunities to strengthen outdoor recreation investments (Fredman et al., 2020; Selin, 2018). 
However, the recent Covid-19 pandemic has shown the important role of outdoor recreation to 
contemporary societies (Venter et al, 2020). As collective voices for outdoor recreation are 
raised, a window of opportunity opens for social change towards more sustainable practices.  
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